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Introduction

The“Military SniperWeaponRegulationAct of 2001”wasrecently(2001-Mar-9) reintro-
ducedasSenateBill S.505(full text includedbelow asAppendixB).

Thesponsorsof S.505(DianeFeinsteinD-CA, CharlesSchumerD-NY, andEdwardKennedy
D-MA) seekto imposespecialregulationson.50caliberrifles,effectivelycriminalizingpossession
by commoncitizens.

Bills that have beenintroducedat the provincial level with similar intent areA1534 and
S742in theNew YorkStatelegislature(seeAppendixC),HB2359in theIllinois GeneralAssembly
(seeAppendixD), andSB1405in theGeneralAssemblyof Connecticut(seeAppendixE).

As thisreportexplainsin detail,novalid stateinterestwouldbeservedby theseregulations,
andthereexistsno rationalbasisfor thequalitative differentiationof .50 caliberrifles from other
riflesnotsubjectto presentor proposedspecialregulation.

S.505’s Apparent Motivation

An astuteobserver mustwonderwhat sort of paranoiahasFeinsteinandher cosponsors
in its grip. They appearto fear citizenslaunchingparamilitaryassaultson armoredvehiclesand
radarfacilities,but this is nonsense.Presentlytherearenoarmoredvehiclesextantfor thecitizenry
(whom sheapparentlyfearsanddistrusts)to fire on, even if they wereinclined to - andthey are
presentlyratherstronglydisinclined,of course. DoesFeinsteinenvision a future in which state
agentspatrolour communitiesin armoredpersonnelcarriers- and regularlycomeunderattackby
formerlyupstandingcitizenry?It seemsunlikely thatherconstituency in Californiais awareof her
frighteningvision,andevenlesslikely thatthey (or any constituency) wouldsupportit.

Correcting False Premises

Theallegationsof Feinsteinet al., articulatedin thetext of S.505andelsewhere,arefactu-
ally inaccurate.The.50BMG cartridge(by far themostcommon.50caliberrifle cartridgein the
UnitedStates)is ballistically similar to commonhuntingcalibers,andhasalmostneverbeenused
in the United States(or indeedanywhere)in the commissionof crimesof violence. Due to the
priceandunwieldysizeandweightof theequipment,.50BMG will likely neverplayasignificant
role in criminality. It hasnoexceptionalabilitiesin termsof rangeandaccuracy thataresignificant
from a policy perspective. .50 is not thelargestcaliberopenlyavailableto consumers:the“Nitro-
Express”safari huntingcartridgesin .577,.600,and.700areall larger, andthelattertwo actually
have heavier projectilesthanany .50 BMG projectile. A .500Nitro-Expresssafari cartridgealso
exists,andwould beeffectively criminalizedby S.505.A common12 gaugeshotgun(for which
rifled slugsweighingasmuchas.50BMG projectilesarewidely available)hasamuchlargerbore
thantheriflesaffectedby S.505- .729- anda10 gaugeshotgunis fully .775.
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.50BMG riflesarebuilt andusedextensivelyby alargeanddiversecommunityof specialty
manufacturersandsportsmenin formal organizedcompetitionsacrossthe countryand in other
countries.In fact, thetechnicalinnovationsof this communityhave directly benefitedtheUnited
Statesmilitary, enhancingnationaldefensereadiness.On the otherhand,the military origins of
the .50 BMG cartridgehave no possiblesignificancefrom a policy perspective: two of themost
commondeerhuntingcalibers,.308Winchesterand30-06Springfield,alsohave strictly military
origins.Of course,all firearmshaveamilitary origin, historically.

.50 BMG rifles aresubjectto thesamestringentcommerceregulationsasotherfirearms:
they cannotbe shippedinterstateexcept to a nationallicenseholder (18 USC §922(a)(2)),they
cannotbemanufacturedfor saleor transferexceptbynationallicenseholders(18USC§922(a)(1)),
they aresubjectto significantnationalexcisetaxes(26USC§4181),andthey cannotbepossessed
by a felon or adjudicatedmentalincompetent(or by thosewith variousother disqualifications,
under18 USC §922(g),and as further articulatedby provincial laws), etc. The provisions of
26 USC §5801et seq. as interpretedby the Departmentof the Treasury, which S.505seeksto
imposeon .50 BMG rifles, in factconstituteaneffective criminalizationbecauseof theCertified
Law EnforcementOfficercertificationrequirement.TheDepartmenthasrepeatedlyandexplicitly
encouragedthesecertifiersto refuse,onablanketandcauselessbasis,to certify applicants.In any
case,guncriminalization- effectiveor explicit - is nomoreeffectiveatkeepingillicit weaponsout
of criminalhands,thanarethecurrentdruglawsat keepingillicit drugsoutof criminalhands.

Proponentsof .50calibercriminalizationhopeto enlist theknee-jerksupportof thepublic
by relentlesslyrepeatingthesensationalepithet“sniperrifle”, evenincludingthetermin bill titles.
This is simply a bold-facedruse,sincethereis no differencebetweena quality deerrifle anda
“sniperrifle”. TheRemington700is amongthemostpopulardeerrifles of thetwentiethcentury,
andis theheartof theUSArmy’sM24 andtheUSMarineCorps’M40A1, thestandardhighpower
sniperweaponsystemsof therespectiveservicebranches.

Proponentsof .50 calibercriminalizationmake muchof the .50 BMG cartridge’s armor-
defeatingcapabilities..50BMG hassomewhatmoreenergy on impactthandoothercommonrifle
cartridges(seedetailedresultsbelow, in AppendixA), but this is of little practicalimport. All
rifle cartridgescommonlyin usefor huntingdeerandlargergame,or for competitive shootingat
rangesof 600yardsor greater, arecapableof defeatingany flexible bodyarmorcurrentlyavailable
to soldiersandlaw enforcementagents- even if simpleunjacketedcastleadbullets areused. If
one maintainsthat this capability is sufficient to justify effective criminalizationof .50 caliber
rifles, thenconsistency demandsthatonesupporteffectivecriminalizationof nearlyall rifles (only
.22 rimfire anda few similar lightweightcartridgeswould bespared).In practice,of course,this
vulnerabilityhasno rationalpolicy consequences,sincethelawsof thiscountryarenotapplicable
to this country’s prospective battlefieldopponents,andsincecriminalsseldomcarry rifles (since
they do not lendthemselvesto concealment)andin any caseby definitiondonotobey thelaw.

In seekingto effectively criminalize.50 BMG rifles, the supportersof S.505andsimilar
bills purportto rely on the“sportingpurpose”standardpursuedardentlyby theDepartmentof the
Treasuryandreferencedvariouslyin relevant portionsof Title 18 and26 of the US Code. This
standardhasnodomesticorigin, but rather, is importedfrom Europe(specifically, from Germany).
In fact, it is completelyunsupportedby the US constitution. Wherethe first amendmentof the
constitutionrecognizes“the right of thepeoplepeaceablyto assemble”,wherethesecondamend-
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mentrecognizes“the right of thepeopleto keepandbeararms”,andwherethefourthamendment
recognizes“The right of thepeopleto besecurein their persons,houses,papers,andeffects”, the
same“people”areat issue- andtherightsrecognizedareindividual (becauseotherwisemeaning-
less,a legally untenableconclusion).Moreover, thearmsat issuein thesecondamendment,the
onesspecificallycontemplatedby the Framersof the constitution(asthey articulatedwith great
specificityin theircontemporarywritings),aretechnologicallycurrentmilitary arms.TheFramers
recognizedthatnationalsecurity(continuityof government)is powerfully andunavoidablydepen-
denton the continuedpossessionby the commoncitizenry of currentmilitary weapons.On the
otherhand,theFramerswererelatively unconcerned(at leastin termsof policy) with thesportsof
huntingandcompetitiveshooting,asthesehave relatively little political significance.

Local Criminalization Initiatives

As of this writing, at leastthreestates- New York, Illinois, andConnecticut- have bills
pendingin their legislaturesthatexplicitly or effectively criminalizesomeor all .50caliberrifles.

In the New York legislature,A1534 and S742openwith a declaration“that 50-caliber
weaponshaving thecapacityfor rapidlydischargingammunitionhavenoacceptablepurpose”- an
allegationwhich thebill text makesno attemptto supportandwhich is, in any case,not rationally
supportable. It then proceedsto criminalize possessionof any centerfire .50 caliber weapon,
without regardfor any actualor allegedcapacityfor rapiddischarge.

In HB2359,introducedin the Illinois GeneralAssembly, the sensationalepithet“sniper”
recurs.Reflectingthe technicalvacuityof the term, the bill openswith the following definition:
“‘50 calibersniperweapon’meansa rifle capableof firing a center-fire cartridgein 50 caliber, .50
BMG caliber, any othervariantof 50caliber, or any metricequivalentof thatcaliber.” Thus,when
thebill criminalizespossessionof “a 50 calibersniperweapon”,it criminalizesall centerfire .50
caliberrifles.

In SB1405,pendingin the GeneralAssemblyof Connecticut,the term “assaultrifle” -
anothervacuousepithetfavoredby the firearmcriminalizationlobby - is revisited with renewed
zeal.SB1405asserts,withoutactualor possiblesupport,thattheSpringfieldM1A - a commercial
versionof theM14 battlerifle - is an“assaultrifle”. It is criminalizedon thatbasis.Inclusionof
this firearmis a particularlyremarkableaffront, sinceit is oneof threeself-loadingservicerifles
permittedin theformal competitionsadministeredby theCivilian MarksmanshipProgram(CMP)
headquarteredat CampPerry(an installationjointly administeredby theUS Army andtheOhio
NationalGuard). CMP sellspartsandammunitionfor this rifle, often at a significantdiscount
relative to theopenmarket, to its thousandsof affiliates.

Moreoutrageousby faris SB1405’sclassificationof all self-loading.50caliberriflesas“as-
saultrifles”. Theallegedrationalefor theCalifornia(Roberti-Roos)“assaultrifle” criminalization
(the inspirationfor all subsequentsuchcriminalizations,including thenationaloneintroducedin
1994by DianeFeinstein)wastheir compactnessandsuitability to employmentby gangmembers,
bankrobbers,drugdealers,andotherfeaturedpublicenemies.TheTNW M2 HB self-loading.50
caliberrifle (for example)weighsover 100poundsandretailsfor approximately$6,500.SB1405
seeksto classifythis behemothasan“assaultrifle”, effectively criminalizingit.

SB1405defines“armorpiercing” (yetanothervacuousepithet)in suchaway thatit canbe
trivially construedto describeall bullets. At sufficient velocity, a common.177caliberBB will
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defeatthe armorof an Abramsmain battle tank - indeed,will causea nuclearexplosion. This
construal,thoughplainly absurd,is permittedby SB1405’s definition, “a bullet with sufficient
massto penetratesteelor bullet-proofglass”.Evenif velocitiesareconstrainedto thoseattainable
with commonfirearms,thedefinitionprovidesno guidanceon thethicknessof thesteel“armor”:
it could be construedto includesteelfoil easilypenetratedwith a fist or acceleratedsubatomic
particle,or steelsheetmetaleasilypenetratedby a classic.22 caliberrimfire rifle. Of course,the
definitionis contradictoryon its face,since“bullet-proofglass”couldnotbepenetratedby abullet
werethetermmeaningful.It is not,but vacuouslanguageis thestapleof theselegislative insults.

Onecanassumethat the consciousintent of SB1405’s sponsorsin criminalizing “armor
piercing”bulletsis to sweepup in its netof criminalizationall firearmswith capabilitieslike those
of a .50 caliber rifle, but by its termsit can be usedas a pretext to effectively criminalize all
firearms.Becausethereareno qualitativedifferencesbetweenthefirearmsprimarily at issue,this
result is inevitable. Indeed,sinceWebster’s Dictionary defines“bullet” as“a small roundmass”
or “somethingsuggestinga bullet esp. in form or vigor of action”, the languageof SB1405can
beconstruedto criminalizea wide varietyof objects,includingarrows, ball bearings,tennisand
golf balls,potatosandtomatos(criminalizationof entirespeciesof planthasampleprecedent,of
course),the limbs of thehumanbody (particularlywhenunderthecontrolof a persontrainedin
martialarts),andin thefinal analysis,all collectionsof solidmatteror accumulatedkineticenergy.

SB1405also imposesa licensingregime on manuallyloaded.50 caliber rifles. The bill
directsthat this regime be operatedin compliancewith Chapter54 of the GeneralStatutesof
Connecticut(“Uniform AdministrativeProcedureAct”), but thiswouldhavebeenautomatic.What
SB1405pointedlyandexplicitly doesnot provide is a standardby which licenseapplicationsare
to beevaluated.Thus,despitetheConnecticutjudicial precedentthatconcealedcarryapplicants
cannotbe rejectedwithout basis,it would be very easy(and probably, very common)for the
executivebranchto concoctpretexts for rejection,erectingonerousproceduralobstaclesto lawful
possessionof .50 caliber rifles. Many agentsof the state- as many membersof the public at
large- view with intensesuspicionany individual who desiresto possessfirearms,andcountthis
suspicionagainstsuchindividualswhenever they exerciseexecutive discretionwithin a licensing
regime.

Suchprejudice,while clearlyunconstitutional(illegal), is routine.Thegovernmentof New
York City, amongthoseof othermunicipalities,hasembarkedonasystematiccampaignto encour-
ageanonymoustipsonillicit firearms,with thepromiseof acashreward(thoughit’ snotclearhow
ananonymoustipstercouldclaim it). This campaignis fascinatingbecauseit appearsto directly
defy the unanimousruling of the US SupremeCourt in Florida v. J.L. (No. 98-1993,decided
2000-Mar-28) that “An anonymoustip thata personis carryinga gunis not, without more,suffi-
cientto justify a policeofficer’s stopandfrisk of thatperson.” Theanonymoustip programmight
in theorybeoperatedconsistentwith thedetailsof theruling (with “moderateindiciaof reliability
presentin [Alabama v. ] White [, 496U. S.,at 329]”), but in practicethis is implausiblebecause
of the natureof the ostensiblecrime (concealedpossession,with no commercialor othersocial
component).

By all appearances,supportersof HB2359in Illinois andSB1405in Connecticutexpect
thatany firearmthey describewith thevacuousepithets“sniper” or “assault”canbecriminalized
or regulatedout of existencewithout regardfor its actualphysicalcharacteristicsor modeof em-
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ployment.This is asomewhatfantasticproposition.It residesstrictly within therealmof political
propaganda.By this principle, onemight describea whole category of erstwhileprotectedand
commonplacepolitical speechas“incitementto overthrow the government”,thenassertthis es-
sentiallymeaningless(but manifestlyincendiary)descriptionasa pretext for criminalizationof
thatspeech.

Evidentin all theselocal initiativesis a continuationof thedishonesty, misrepresentation,
andmanipulationexhibited mostencyclopedicallyin the text of S.505. Eachof the bills, with-
out exception,fully exemptsall agentsandcomponentsof the state,andall manufacturersand
distributorswho supplythemunderdiscretionaryandcapriciouslyrevokablelicense,from all the
prohibitionsthey imposeon all thosewho arenotagentsof thestateor suppliersto them.Eachof
thebills is foundedonprinciplesthat,continued,progressinexorablyto theprohibitionof firearms
possessionby anyonenot anagentof thestate,with all thehorriblemischiefthathashistorically
accompaniedsuchacircumstance.

Conclusion

Now is thetimefor legislativeheroicsin Congress,or judicial heroicsin theSupremeCourt
of theUnitedStates,to decisively preemptthepolitical mischiefdetailedherein.Justicewould be
served immediatelyif eitherbody wereto recognizeanddeclarethe rank unconstitutionalityof
the “National FirearmsAct” of 1934,aswritten andparticularlyasadministered,of the import
restrictionsof the “Gun ControlAct” of 1968,of thecriminalizingportionsof the “Gun Owners
ProtectionAct” of 1986,of theDepartmentof theTreasury’s policy, since1989,of capriciously
rejectingproperlyfiled importapplicationsfor firearmsit disfavors,of the“assaultweapon”crim-
inalizationprovisions(the “Feinsteinamendment”)of the Crime Bill of 1994,andof all similar
regimesenforcedatprovincial levels.Theodorof unconstitutionalpoliciesprogressively corrupts
thewholeof thestate.
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Appendix A - Maximum Attainable Ranges for Five Sample Cartridges

What follows arethe resultsof precisioncalculationsof ballistic trajectories,providing a
clearandthoroughquantitativedemonstrationof thesimilarity of .50BMG to otherrifle calibers.
Theseresultsshow notsomuchtheinappropriatenessof .50BMG to amilitary role,but rather, the
suitability of commonhuntingcartridges(indeed,of mostfirearms)to thatrole. Bearin mind that
accuracy finer thanoneminuteof arc(MOA) is notphysicallyattainableatextremerangeswithout
anactive onboardguidancesystem,evenwith largenaval guns,becauseof atmosphericvariation
and turbulence. In the caseof theseordinary small armscartridges,the transonicboundaryis
traversed,causingthe bullet to be buffeted by massive unpredictableturbulence,throwing the
point of impactoff unpredictablyby dozensof yards,andusuallycausingit to land shortof its
computedmaximumrange.

Summary results (maximum attainable ranges)

30-06commercial:2.67miles .50BMG M8 API: 3.89miles
.300magnumcommercial:3.64miles .50BMG commercialmatch:4.68miles
.338Lapuamagnumcommercial:4.05miles

Results in Detail
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Maximum Trajectory Key Parameters and Results

beforeimpact at impact
cartridge
number

(see
notes)

maxdi-
ameter
inches

muzzle
speed
ft/sec

launch
angle

min
speed
ft/sec
@yds

max
height
ft (mi)
@yds

range
yards

(miles)

speed
ft/sec

energy
ft-lb

slope
in/yd

flight
time
sec

sizeof
1 MOA

feet

1 .308 2700 33°10’ 370
@3700

3985
(.75)

@2950

4702
(2.67)

442 73 -72 30.1 4.0

2 .308 3100 34°22’ 440
@4900

5611
(1.06)

@4000

6420
(3.64)

538 141 -70 35.5 5.6

3 .338 2825 35°19’ 470
@5330

6199
(1.17)

@4310

7123
(4.05)

586 228 -66 37.5 6.2

4 .510 2948 35°10’ 460
@5200

5967
(1.13)

@4200

6859
(3.89)

561 434 -69 37.0 6.0

5 .510 2600 38°23’ 511
@5900

7669
(1.45)

@4900

8240
(4.68)

660 726 -67 41.9 7.2

Notes on Cartridges

1. Cartridge:30-06Springfield

Bullet: Sierra.308168grainHPBT MatchKing

Load:FederalCartridgeCo. GM3006M

Ballistic Coefficient: manufacturerdata

2. Cartridge:.300WinchesterMagnum

Bullet: Sierra.308220grainHPBT MatchKing

Load:powderchargeequalto factoryhigh
energy Winchesteror Weatherbymagnum
load

Ballistic Coefficient: manufacturerdata

3. Cartridge:.338LapuaMagnum

Bullet: Sierra.338300grainHPBT MatchKing

Load:maximumpowderchargereportedby
Norma

Ballistic Coefficient: manufacturerdata

4. Cartridge:.50BMG

Bullet: M8 API 622.5grain

Load: perUS Army TechnicalManual
43-0001-27“Army AmmunitionData
Sheets,SmallCaliberAmmunition,FSC
1305”

Ballistic Coefficient: derivedfrom projectile
dimensions

5. Cartridge:.50BMG

Bullet: G1approximationof 750grain.50BMG
commercialmatchammo(e.g. Hornady
A-MAX, or solidsfrom Barnesor
Thunderbird)

Load: typical competitionpowdercharge

Ballistic Coefficient: unity with G1reference
dragfunction(over-estimatesperformance)
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Appendix B - Text of S.505
Military SniperWeaponRegulationAct of 2001(Introducedin theSenate)

S 505IS

107thCONGRESS

1stSession

S.505

To amendtheInternalRevenueCodeof 1986to regulatecertain50 calibersniperweaponsin thesamemanneras
machinegunsandotherfirearmsandfor otherpurposes.

IN THE SENATE OFTHE UNITED STATES

March9, 2001

Mrs. FEINSTEIN(for herself,Mr. SCHUMER,andMr. KENNEDY) introducedthefollowing bill; whichwasread
twice andreferredto theCommitteeon Finance

A BILL

To amendtheInternalRevenueCodeof 1986to regulatecertain50 calibersniperweaponsin thesamemanneras
machinegunsandotherfirearmsandfor otherpurposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

SECTION1. SHORT TITLE.

ThisAct maybecitedasthe‘Military SniperWeaponRegulationAct of 2001’.

SEC.2. FINDINGS.

TheCongressfindsthat–

(1) certainfirearmsoriginally designedandbuilt for useaslong-range50calibermilitary sniperweapons
areincreasinglysoldin thedomesticcivilian market;

(2) the intendeduseof theselong-rangefirearms,andan increasingnumberof modelsderiveddirectly
from them,is the taking of humanlife andthe destructionof materiel,including armoredvehiclesand
suchcomponentsof thenationalcritical infrastructureasradarsandmicrowavetransmissiondevices;

(3) thesefirearmsareneitherdesignednorusedin any significantnumberfor legitimatesportingorhunting
purposesandareclearlydistinguishablefrom rifles intendedfor sportingandhuntinguse;

(4) extraordinarily destructive ammunition for theseweapons,including armor-piercing and armor-
piercingincendiaryammunition,is freelysoldin interstatecommerce;and

(5) thevirtually unrestrictedavailability of thesefirearmsandammunition,giventheusesintendedin their
designandmanufacture,presenta seriousandsubstantialthreatto thenationalsecurity.

SEC.3. COVERAGEOF 50 CALIBER SNIPERWEAPONSUNDER NATIONAL FIREARMSACT.

(a) IN GENERAL- Section5845(a)of the InternalRevenueCodeof 1986(definingfirearm) is amendedby
striking ‘(6) a machinegun; (7) any silencer(asdefinedin section921 of title 18, United StatesCode);and
(8) a destructivedevice.’ andinserting‘(6) a 50 calibersniperweapon;(7) a machinegun; (8) any silencer(as
definedin section921of title 18,UnitedStatesCode);and(9) a destructivedevice.’
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(b) 50CALIBER SNIPERWEAPON-

(1) IN GENERAL- Section5845 of the Internal RevenueCodeof 1986 is amendedby redesignating
subsections(d) through(m) assubsections(e) through(n), respectively, andby insertingaftersubsection
(c) thefollowing new subsection:

‘(d) 50 CALIBER SNIPERWEAPON-The term ‘50 calibersniperweapon’meansa rifle capableof firing a
center-fire cartridgein 50 caliber, .50BMG caliber, any othervariantof 50 caliber, or any metricequivalentof
suchcalibers.’

(2) MODIFICATION TO DEFINITION OF RIFLE- Subsection(c) of section5845 of suchCode is
amendedby inserting‘or from a bipodor othersupport’after‘shoulder’.

(3) CONFORMING AMENDMENT- Section5811(a)of such Code is amendedby striking ‘section
5845(e)’andinserting‘section5845(f)’.

(c) EFFECTIVEDATE- Theamendmentsmadeby thissectionshall takeeffecton thedateof theenactmentof
this Act.

Appendix C - Excerpts of NYS A1534

Full bill text:
http://www.assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?bn=A01534&sh=t
http://www.assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?bn=S00742&sh=t

S T A T E O F N E W Y O R K

1534

2001-2002RegularSessions

I N A S S E M B L Y

January16,2001

Introducedby M. of A. MATUSOW – Multi-Sponsoredby – M. of A. CLARK, DIAZ, DINOWITZ,
ENGLEBRIGHT, GLICK, GREENE,HOYT, JOHN,KOON,ORTIZ, PERRY, PHEFFER,SANDERS,
SCARBOROUGH,STRINGER,WEISENBERG– readonceandreferredto theCommitteeon Codes

AN ACT to amendthepenallaw andtheexecutive law, in relationto banningthesale,possessionor useof
50-caliberweapons

THE PEOPLEOF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTEDIN SENATE AND ASSEMBLY, DO EN-
ACT AS FOLLOWS:

Section1. Legislativefindingsanddeclaration.Thelegislatureherebyfindsanddeclaresthat50-caliberweapons
having thecapacityfor rapidlydischargingammunitionhavenoacceptablepurpose.Thelegislatureadditionallyfinds
anddeclaresthatsuchweaponsposesuchan imminentthreatanddangerto thesafetyandsecurityof the peopleof
this statethatit is necessaryto banthepossessionanduseof suchweapons.

[...]
24. ”50-CALIBER WEAPON” MEANS A RIFLE CAPABLE OF FIRING A CENTER-FIRECARTRIDGE

IN 50-CALIBER, .50BMG CALIBER, ANY OTHER VARIANT OF 50-CALIBER, OR ANY OTHER METRIC
EQUIVALENT OF SUCHCALIBER.

[...]
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S 10. Subdivisions2, 3 and6 of section265.10of thepenallaw, asamendedby chapter189of thelawsof 2000,
areamendedto readasfollows:

2. Any personwho transportsor shipsany machine-gun,50-CALIBER WEAPON, firearm silencer, assault
weaponor largecapacityammunitionfeedingdeviceor disguisedgun,or who transportsor shipsasmerchandisefive
or morefirearms,is guilty of a classD felony.

[...]
3. Any personwho disposesof any machine-gun,assaultweapon,large capacityammunitionfeedingdevice,

50-CALIBER WEAPONor firearmsilenceris guilty of a classD felony.
[...]
1. The presencein any room, dwelling, structureor vehicleof any machine-gunOR 50-CALIBER WEAPON

is presumptive evidenceof its unlawful possessionby all personsoccupying theplacewheresuchmachine-gunOR
50-CALIBER WEAPONis found.

[...]
S 22. Theexecutive law is amendedby addinganew section231to readasfollows:
S231.COMPLIANCEWITH THEBAN ONTHESALE,POSSESSIONORUSEOF50-CALIBERWEAPONS.

1. FROM WITHIN AMOUNTS APPROPRIATED THEREFORE,THE DIVISION OF STATE POLICE SHALL
TAKE SUCH ACTION AS IS NECESSARY TO IMPLEMENT A PROGRAM WHEREBY PERSONS,INCLUD-
ING DEALERSOFFIREARMS,IN LAWFUL POSSESSIONOF50-CALIBERWEAPONSMAY BRING THEM-
SELVES INTO COMPLIANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THE PENAL LAW WHICH BANS THE SALE,
POSSESSIONORUSEOF SUCHWEAPONSAFTER JANUARY FIRST, TWO THOUSANDTWO.

2. ON OR BEFOREJANUARY FIRST, TWO THOUSAND TWO, ANY LICENSED FIREARM DEALER
WHO HAS IN HIS OR HER POSSESSIONA NEW 50-CALIBER WEAPON SHALL BE ENTITLED TO RE-
TURN SUCH WEAPON TO THE DISTRIBUTOR OR MANUFACTURER,AND SHALL BE ENTITLED TO A
FULL REFUND, OR CREDIT, IN AN AMOUNT EQUAL TO THE PURCHASEPRICEOF SUCH WEAPON.
IN ANY CASE WHERE A DISTRIBUTOR OR MANUFACTURERFAILS OR REFUSESTO SO REFUND OR
CREDITSUCHDEALER, THE DEALER SHALL NOTIFY THE DIVISION OFSTATE POLICE,AND IT SHALL
IMMEDIATELY NOTIFY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL SOTHAT HE OR SHEMAY INTERCEDEAND TAKE
SUCHACTIONSON BEHALF OFTHE DEALER TO SECURESUCHREFUNDORCREDIT.

3. ONORBEFOREJANUARY FIRST, TWO THOUSANDTWO,ANY PERSON,INCLUDING A LICENSED
FIREARM DEALER, WHO HAS IN HIS OR HER LEGAL POSSESSIONA USED 50-CALIBER WEAPON
SHALL PERSONALLY DELIVER SUCHWEAPONTOTHEDIVISION OFSTATEPOLICE,AND UPONTRANS-
FERRING OWNERSHIP AND POSSESSIONTO A DULY DESIGNATED OFFICER THEREOF, SHALL BE
ENTITLED TO RECEIVE PAYMENT IN AN AMOUNT EQUAL TO THE FAIR MARKET VALUE OF SUCH
WEAPON,BUT NOT TO EXCEEDEIGHT THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS.

4. THE DIVISION OFSTATE POLICESHALL TAKE SUCHACTION, INCLUDING A PUBLIC CAMPAIGN
USING THE PRINT MEDIA, TELEVISION, RADIO OR OTHER MEANS TO NOTIFY PERSONSOF THE EX-
ISTENCEOF THE PROGRAM ESTABLISHED IN THIS SECTION.
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Appendix D - Excerpts of IL HB2359

Full bill text:
http://www.legis.state.il.us/legisnet/legisnet92/hbgroups/hb/920hb2359.html

Stateof Illinois
92ndGeneralAssembly

Legislation

92 HB2359

LRB9205955RCcd

AN ACT in relationto criminal law.

Be it enactedby thePeopleof theStateof Illinois, representedin theGeneralAssembly:

Section5. TheCriminal Codeof 1961is amendedby addingSection24-3.6asfollows:

(720ILCS 5/24-3.6new)
Sec.24-3.6.Certainsniperweapons.
(a) In this Section,”50 calibersniperweapon”meansa rifle capableof firing a center-fire cartridgein 50 caliber,

.50BMG caliber, any othervariantof 50 caliber, or any metricequivalentof thatcaliber.
(b) It is unlawful for a person,within this State,to distribute,transport,or import into this Stateor possesswith

intentto sell or to offer for saleor to givea50 calibersniperweapon.
(c) It is unlawful for a personto transfer, sell,or giveany 50 calibersniperweaponto a personunder18 yearsof

age.
(d) It is unlawful to possessa 50calibersniperweapon.
[...]
(f) Sentence.

(1) A personconvictedof a violationof this Sectioncommitsa Class2 felony.
[...]

(5) A personwho violatesthis Sectionby possessinga 50 calibersniperweaponthat he or sheacquired
beforetheeffectivedateof thisamendatoryAct of the92ndGeneralAssemblyanddoesnotusethatweaponin
thecommissionof anoffensenor possessthatweaponin a placedescribedin paragraph(2) or (3) is guilty of a
ClassA misdemeanor.
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Appendix E - Excerpts of CT SB1405

Full bill text:
http://www.cga.state.ct.us/2001/tob/s/2001SB-01405-R00-SB.htm

Stateof ConnecticutGeneralAssembly Raised Bill No. 1405
January Session, 2001 LCO No. 4709

Referredto Committeeon PublicSafety
Introducedby:
(PS)

AN ACT CONCERNING FIREARMS SAFETY.

Be it enactedby theSenateandHouseof Representativesin GeneralAssemblyconvened:

Section1. Section53-202aof thegeneralstatutesis repealedandthefollowing is substitutedin lieu thereof:

(a) As usedin this sectionandsections53-202bto 53-202k,inclusive,asamendedby this act,[andsubsection(h) of
section53a-46a,]”assaultweapon”means:
[...]
(3) A semiautomatic,centerfirerifle thathasthecapacityto acceptadetachablemagazineandany oneof thefollowing:
(A) A pistol grip thatprotrudesconspicuouslybeneaththeactionof theweapon;(B) a thumbholestock;(C) a folding
or telescopingstock;(D) a grenadelauncheror flarelauncher;(E) a flashsuppressor;or (F) a forwardpistol grip;
[...]
(11)Any of thefollowing specifiedsemiautomaticfirearms:[...] SpringfieldM1A [...]

(12)Any semiautomaticfirearmcapableof firing fifty caliberammunition;
[...]

Sec.2. Section53-202bof thegeneralstatutesis repealedandthefollowing is substitutedin lieu thereof:

(a) (1) Any personwho, within this state,distributes,transportsor importsinto thestate,keepsfor sale,or offersor
exposesfor sale,or who givesany assaultweapon,[exceptasprovidedby sections29-37jand53-202ato 53-202k,
inclusive, andsubsection(h) of section53a-46a,]shallbeguilty of a classC felony andshallbesentencedto a term
of imprisonmentof which two yearsmaynotbesuspendedor reduced.

[...]

(b) No assaultweapon,asdefinedin subdivision (1) or (2) of subsection(a) of section53-202a,asamendedby this
act,possessedpursuantto thissectionmaybesoldor transferredonor afterJanuary1, 1994,to any personwithin this
stateotherthanto a licensedgundealer, asdefinedin subsection(d) of section53-202f,asamendedby this act,or as
providedin section53-202e,or by bequestor intestatesuccession.No assaultweapon,asdefinedin subdivisions(3)
to (13), inclusive,of subsection(a)of section53-202a,asamendedby thisact,possessedpursuantto this sectionmay
besoldor transferredonor afterJanuary1, 2002,to any personwithin thisstateotherthanto a licensedgundealer, as
definedin subsection(d) of section53-202f,asamendedby this act,or asprovidedin section53-202e,or by bequest
or intestatesuccession.

[...]

Sec. 8. (NEW) (a) (1) As usedin this section,”single shotfifty caliberweapon”meansa firearm, as definedin
section53a-3of thegeneralstatutes,that is (A) capableof firing fifty caliberammunition,and(B) not automaticor
semiautomatic.
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(2) As usedin thissection,theterm”singleshotfifty caliberweapon”doesnot includeany firearmmodifiedto render
it permanentlyinoperable,or any antiquefirearm,asdefinedin subsection(b) of section29-37aof thegeneralstatutes,
or a muzzleloader, asdefinedin section26-86aof thegeneralstatutes.

(b) Any personwho lawfully possessesa singleshotfifty caliberweaponprior to October1, 2001,shall apply by
October1, 2002,or, if suchpersonis a memberof the military or naval forcesof this stateor of the United States
andis unableto applyby October1, 2002,becausesuchmemberis or wason official duty outsideof this state,shall
applywithin ninetydaysof returningto the state,to the Departmentof Public Safetyfor a certificateof possession
with respectto suchsingleshotfifty caliberweapon.Thecertificateshallcontaina descriptionof thesingleshotfifty
caliberweaponthat identifiesit uniquely, includingall identificationmarks,thefull name,address,dateof birth and
thumbprintof theowner, andany otherinformationasthedepartmentmaydeemappropriate.Thedepartmentshall
adoptregulations,in accordancewith the provisionsof chapter54 of the generalstatutes,not later thanJanuary1,
2002,to establishprocedureswith respectto theapplicationfor andissuanceof certificatesof possessionpursuantto
thissection.Notwithstandingtheprovisionsof sections1-210and1-211of thegeneralstatutes,thenameandaddress
of a personissueda certificateof possessionshallbeconfidentialandshallnot bedisclosed,exceptsuchrecordsmay
bedisclosedto (1) law enforcementagencies,and(2) theCommissionerof MentalHealthandAddiction Servicesto
carryout theprovisionsof subsection(c) of section17a-500of thegeneralstatutes.

(c) Any personwhobuysor otherwisecomesinto lawful possessionof any singleshotfifty caliberweapononor after
October1, 2001,shall,within ninetydaysof obtainingtitle, applyto theDepartmentof PublicSafetyfor a certificate
of possessionasprovidedin subsection(b) of thissection.Any personwhomovesinto thestatein lawful possessionof
a singleshotfifty caliberweapon,shall,within ninetydays,applyto theDepartmentof PublicSafetyfor a certificate
of possessionasprovidedin subsection(b) of this section.

[...]

(e) (1) Exceptasprovided in subsection(f) of this section,any personwho, within this state,possessesany single
shotfifty caliberweaponanddoesnot have a certificateof possession,shall be guilty of a classD felony andshall
besentencedto a termof imprisonmentof which oneyearmaynot besuspendedor reduced,exceptthata first-time
violation of this subsectionshallbea classA misdemeanorif (A) thepersonpresentsproof thatsuchpersonlawfully
possessedthesingleshotfifty caliberweaponprior to October1, 2001,and(B) thepersonhasotherwisepossessed
thefirearmin compliancewith subsection(d) of thissection.

[...]

(f) Any individual mayarrangein advanceto relinquisha singleshotfifty caliberweaponto a policedepartmentor
the Departmentof Public Safety. The singleshotfifty caliberweaponshall be transportedin accordancewith the
provisionsof section53-202fof thegeneralstatutes,asamendedby this act.

[...]

Sec. 11. (NEW) (a) (1) For purposesof this section,”armor piercingbullet” meansa bullet with sufficient massto
penetratesteelor bullet-proofglass,”incendiarybullet” meansa bullet with aninflammablefilling or thatis designed
to explodeon impact,and”tracingbullet” meansabullet thatleavesa lightedresiduetrail.

(2) Any personwhodistributes,transportsor importsinto thestate,keepsfor saleor offersor exposesfor saleor gives
to any personany ammunitionthatis fifty caliberin diameterandthatis anarmorpiercingbullet, anincendiarybullet
or a tracingbullet shallbeguilty of aclassD felony, exceptthatafirst-timeviolationof thissubsectionshallbeaclass
A misdemeanor.

(3) Any personwho possessesany ammunitionthat is fifty caliberin diameterandthat is an armorpiercingbullet,
an incendiarybullet or a tracingbullet shall,afterJuly 1, 2002,beguilty of a classD felony, exceptthata first-time
violation of this subsectionshall be a classA misdemeanor. Any personmayarrangein advanceto relinquishsuch
ammunitionto a policedepartmentor theDepartmentof PublicSafety.
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[...]

Sec. 12. (NEW) (a) For purposesof this section,”large capacityammunitionmagazine”meansany ammunition
feedingdevice with the capacityto acceptmore than ten rounds,except it doesnot include (1) a feedingdevice
that hasbeenpermanentlyalteredso that it cannotaccommodatemorethanten rounds,or (2) any .22 calibertube
ammunitionfeedingdevice.

(b) Any personwho distributes,transportsor importsinto thestate,keepsfor saleor offersor exposesfor sale,gives
or transfersto any personany largecapacityammunitionmagazineshallbeguilty of a classD felony.

[...]

Sec.13. (NEW) Not laterthanOctober1, 2001,theCommissionerof PublicSafetyshallinstituteacontinuingpublic
educationandnotificationprogramregardingtheidentificationandregistrationof singleshotfifty caliberweaponsand
assaultweapons,asdefinedin subsections(3) to (13), inclusive, of subsection(a) of section53-202aof the general
statutes,asamendedby thisact.Suchprogramshallinclude,but notbelimited to, informationregardinggunowners’
responsibilities,registrationrequirementsanddeadlines,andtheconsequencesfor failing to registersingleshotfifty
caliberweaponsandsuchassaultweapons.A varietyof mediaoutletsshallbeusedto ensuremaximumpublicity for
the information. Thecommissionershalldeveloppostersto bepostedin a conspicuousplacein every storelicensed
to sell gunsin this state.

Statementof Purpose:

To increasefirearmssafetyin thisstateby amendingthedefinitionof assaultweaponto includesemiautomaticassault
weaponsnot previously covered,including semiautomaticfifty caliberweapons,by banningthe possessionor sale
of certainfifty caliberammunitionandlarge capacityammunitionmagazines,andby enactinga specialpermitting
processfor singleshotfifty calibersniperweapons.
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